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"TRENDS" ARE NO LONGER A TREND

As simple as it may sound, the home is
the framework of our life, and it defines
our social standing.

Furthermore, it is imbued by two key
features of our time: The scarcity of
energy sources because of recent
geopolitical shifts, and the rethink of
privacy, at an age following the recent
health crisis.

Due to recent turbulences in the supply
chain, and the subsequent increase

in construction and renovation costs,
the near future will see more and more
houses being designed with an
increased awareness

of a small environmental footprint.

This involves the maximization of
natural light, the use of passive shading
and ventilation to reduce the needs

for artificial heating and cooling, and

a decisive turn towards the reduced
consumption of electricity.

In that spirit, a house is no longer
remodeled in stylistic terms, and "trends"
are no longer a trend. Redefining a
house now balances between spatial

rearrangement to accommodate an
all-inclusive lifestyle, and the research
for new materials and construction
techniques to confront financial
unpredictability.

During the pandemic, up to our day,
the redesign of spatial limits became
so overwhelming that the "integrated"
appearance, a result of two decades
of minimalism, became fragmented
-albeit in clever ways, creating new
spatial sequences and transparencies.
The domestic workspace is the ultimate
new addition, "stealing" a little bit
from the living room. Concurrently,
the meticulous design of the kitchen,
which remains the focal point of
domestic life, is now extended in the
bathroom, which offers moments of
wellness and relaxation, as a pressing
need of the post-Covid era. Finally,
technology, the invisible factor, facilitates
multifunctionality and energy savings.

Faidra Matziaraki, Architect
Cometa Architects



To avakaivigpévo diapépiopa g nepiddou

tou KataAavikou Movtepvigpou atnv kapbid
¢ BapkeAwvng, atnv Carrer del Bruc,
xapaktnpiletal and Tiq evaAAayég avapeaa
0TO (UOIKG (PwC Kal To OKOTAo!, evw PBpioketal
070 6pI0 AVAPEDT OTIC AVAUVHTEIS TOU NPWILOU
2000 aiwva Kai T guy X povn apxITEKTOVIKN.

Located in the heart for Barcelona's Eixample,
on Carrer del Bruc, the renovated Modernista
apartment alternates between natural light and
the allure of darkness, at the threshold between
reminiscences of the early 20th century and
bespoke, contemporary architecture.

BARCELONA, SPAIN | 250m?

design by COMETA ARCHITETS
design team VICTOR GONZALEZ MART],
FAIDRA MATZIARAKI
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OL meAdteg, pia TETPAPEANG OIKOYEVELQ,
{Atnoav éva cuPPATIKO TIPOYPAUHA KATOLKIAG
pe Tnv etunAeov nipodiaypadr evog OIKIAKOU
XWPOoUL gpyaciag, o omoiog va pnv SIaKoTITEL

Tn pon tng karoyng. Emiong, embupovoav

va cuvdudoouv Tn clyXpPovn alobnTIKN Je

Ta MOAUTIYA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TNG APXIKNAG
Slapopowong. O oxedlaoudg enmavadlaTuTiwVEL
TO OTOIX€EiO TNG TIOPTAG WG KATAAUTN TOU VEOU
oxedlaopol, evw dnulovpyei pia oknvoypadikn
adnynon aAiadovtag, moAharniactaloviag

KAl KATAKePPATI{ovVTag TNV TPOOTITIKN.
AlakoéTTovTag Kal eVaAAdcoovTag To

$wg Kat Tn oKia, n avakaivion Bupilet

TO Kivnuatoypadikd BAEPua tou Peter
Greenaway, e Tn YPAUUIKA AAAG yepdaTn
eKTIANEELG Sladpopn TNG KAPEPAG KATA UNKOG
OLVOESEPEVWV APXITEKTOVIKWV XWPWV.

H mponyoupevn Siapdpdwon, pe AaBupivewdn
opydvwon Twv dwuatiwv, EMIPAKELS Kal
oKotelvoUG S1adpdpoug, Hia PIKPr, ArOKOUUEVN
kouCiva kat TAnBo¢ BondnTikwy xwpwv ailhae
pLOIKA pe TNV Kabaipeon OAwv Twv evolApEcwV
TOiXWwV €KTOG armo €6l GEPOVTEG, OTOUG OTIOIOUG
dnuiloupynbnkav véa, peyaia avoiypata pe Tig
KATAAANAEG OTATIKEG EVIOKVOEILG.

The clients, a family of four, requested

a conventional program with an added "work
from home" option, without interrupting the
floor plan; furthermore, they envisioned a
fusion between contemporary aesthetics
and the treasured elements of the original
interiors. The architects rethought the door [ =
element as principal design catalyst, and : — —
created a scenographic narrative by changing, 5
multiplying, and fragmenting perspective. 224 i
Interrupting and interchanging light with U gl B | " l"-\t — I
darkness, the renovation invokes i . = i

the cinema director Peter Greenaway'’s

linear yet surprising camera journey through

interlocking architectural spaces.

The previous arrangement, with a labyrinthine

distribution of rooms, long and dark corridors,

a small, disconnected kitchen, and plenty of

service rooms, saw all partition walls replaced
apart from the six loadbearing ones, which now
accommodate new, large openings with the
necessary structural reinforcements.



H avalritnon tou anietou GuoIkol GWTIGHOL
gival To {NToLPEVO OTIC TIEPIOCOTEPEG
QPXITEKTOVIKEG avakatvioelg atn BapkeAiwvn,
OTn CUYKEKPIUEVN TIEPITITWON OPWG O CUVEXNG,
PWTEVOG XWPOG SIAKOTITETAL PUE TNV ETIIAEKTIKN)
TOTIOBETNON OKOTEVWYV TIEPLOKWV.

20pdwva pe autn Tnv 16€q, €vag papdug
S1adpopog-Ao6Tdla, o omoiog opifetal ye

Hia oglpd anod custom-made, puBuika
TomoBeTNPEVEG TIOPTEG, AVOIYEL TIPOG TNV
kouCiva n omoia oxedldotnke oav "PuaTIKO
€0TIATOPIO", PYE TN PAYELPIKNA VA PHETATPETETAL
0€ OTOXAOTIKN TEAETOLPYIa. H avolxtoxpwpn,
povoABIkn vnaida, €va yAUTITIKO OTOIXEIO
oToV XWpPo, TieplBAAAeTal arnod VTouAdriia o€
OKoLpPOXPwWWN Adka Kal Toixoug otnv idla
anoxpwon. H meploxn tng koulivag ymopei

va arnopovwveTtal TEAEiwg, Ye YUAALVEG
TIOPTEC PE UTPOLVTIIVO OKEAETO, Pila avadopd
ota nmAovola S1aKOOUNUEVA ECWTEPLKA TNG
Katahavikrc Art Nouveau.
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Introducing abundant natural light is the
purpose in most architectural renovations in
Barcelona, but in this case, the selective use

of dark ambiences intercepts the continuous,
luminous space.

Following this principle, a wide "loggia" corridor,
composed by a series of custom-made,
rhythmically placed doors, opens towards a
"secret restaurant"-inspired kitchen, where
cooking becomes a meditative ritual. The bright,
monolithic island, a sculptural showpiece, is
surrounded by dark lacquered cabinets and
pigmented walls. The kitchen area can be
completely isolated behind brass-finished glass
doors, a tribute to the ornate interiors of the
Catalan Art Nouveau period.
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OL ouyKeKpluEveG TIOPTEG, amod To damnedo
HEXPL TNV 0podr), OTIWG Kal OAEG Ol AAAEG TOU
Slapepiopatog, yivovtal To KUpLo SIAKOCGUNTIKO
otolxeio, Snuiovpywvtag pia dlaitepn
QPXITEKTOVIKN YAWOoa Kabwg avoiyouv

Kal KAgivouv.

H "peyain aiBouvoa" tou Siapepiopatog,

n ormoia nephapPavel To caldvl Kal TNV
Tparnefapia, ouvoLAleL TA TIPOCEKTIKA
QaroKaTeoTNUéEVA TTOALXPWHA Pwodikd

6dmeda toumou "Noia" pe abyxpova prpoutdiva
KPEPAOTA PWTIOTIKA, EVOWHATWHEVO NXNTIKO
oLOTNUA KAl EYKATaoTacelg Pugng Kat
B¢ppavong.

These full-height doors, as all other doors

in the apartment, are the main decorative
element, creating a singular architectural
language when open and closed.
Accommodating the living and dining area,
the "great hall" of the apartment features
preciously restored "Noia" mosaic floors,
combined with a contemporary brass pendant
lighting, built-in sound system, and cooling
and heating installations.
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O xwpog, mou oxedldotnke cav YKalepi
TEXVNG pe TN duvatdTnTa va dpihoevei deinva,
QTIOHOVWVETAL ATIO TO YEITOVIKO OIKIAKO
ypadeio péoa amnod eva ePpé YEWPETPIKNAG
Sladdvelag, BdBoug, pwTdS Kal OKIAG. ZTNV
anevavtl MAeLPd, pia xaAopdivn KataoKkeun
SrmAov vYPoug pe emevouon amod EVAIVA TTAVEA
Snuiovpyei 6vo avetdptnta nadika dwudTtia
TQ OTIOia EMEKTEIVOVTAL KAl EVWVOVTAL OTOV
PwTEVO XWPO TOL Peydlou dladpopou.

H master govita €xel €icodo LYPoug PEXPL

TNV opodn, e MOPTEG TIOU AVOiyOoUV OE €va
OKOTeIWVO dressing room Kat aro eKei, 0To
ensuite AouTpo. AlaxwpeLloTiKA and pafowtd
yuaAi opiCouv Toug vypolg xwpoug, Badovtag
Tn okoUpa emidpAaveld TOU TOiXOU e pia
ypauun ano ¢ouolko pwe. Metd anod autn ™
Cwvn, To master vrnvodwpudrtio gival dwTevo
Kat KaTaAnyet oe €va NALOAOULOTO IOIWTIKO
KaBLoTIKO, 01O BABOC TOL XWpPOoU.

This space, conceived as an art gallery for
people to have dinner parties at, can be
isolated from the adjacent home office,
creating an elegant effect of geometrical
transparency, depth, light, and darkness.

At the opposite side, a steel double storey
structure clad in wooden panels creates two
independent, adventurous children’s rooms
which extend and join in the bright gallery
space.

Entering from a full height set of doors,

the master quarter opens to a dark walk-in
wardrobe area and from there, to the ensuite
bathroom. Custom made fluted glass screens
separate the wet spaces, grafting the dark wall
surface with a stretch of natural light. Crossing
this zone, the bright master bedroom emerges,
reaching to the sunny winter gallery which
accommodates an intimate, private lounge.




	APARTMENTS MAGAZINE COVER
	EK_coment
	07_COMETA ARCHITECTS_THE BRUC

